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It’s almost time to deck the halls, and what screams “fa la la la Ia” more than a Hallmark Channel Christmas movie on W Network?
To get us in the holiday spirit, we got a chance to sit with Brant Daugherty and chat about #XMAS, the new festive flick that he
stars in alongside Nashville star Clare Bowen.
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While you may know him as the brooding Noel Kahn from Pretty Little Liars, Brant Daugherty is actually just a holiday lover at
heart who’s looking forward to spending time with his toddler son.

Related: Interview: Jonathan Bennett talks ‘The Holiday Sitter’ — plus his dream Lindsay Lohan Christmas movie.

“The holidays have been changing for me the last few years,” Daugherty told us. “My wife and I had our first child last year, so this
is his second Christmas and it’s really just evolved. I mean, it’s always been about family for us, so we still go and see family and
everything. But we have a whole brand-new focus now that we have a baby and it’s all about seeing it through his eyes and
showing him all these things for the first time and setting up traditions together that we're still trying to figure out. We’re brand

new with this.”

As a family man, Daugherty really treasured getting to star in such a fun-loving and festive film that he can share with his loved

ones.

“#XMAS is such a fun movie,” he added. “I think you can expect some laughs. I hope you can expect some tears. We set out to
make a movie that was very fully realized and emotionally heartfelt, but funny at the same time. We really wanted to add a level of
comedy to it, and I hope that comes across. I hope it’s a very lovely way to spend two hours with your family the day after
[American] Thanksgiving.”

See also: Mariah Carey will hold one of her two Christmas concerts in Toronto this year.
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“I would love to see Noel Kahn in a
Hallmark movie.”

Brant Daugherty loved stepping into a (very) different role than his Pretty Little Liars character

Daugherty opened up about his relationship to Pretty Little Liars and explained that he’s still so grateful for all of the longstanding
support from his fans. “Thank you to every one of you,” he said earnestly.

“First of all, on that note, I would love to see Noel Kahn in a Hallmark movie,” Daugherty teased through a chuckle. “I think that
would be a delight. Personally, I don’t know if it would fly over there. I don’t know how popular it would be, but I would be really
interested in it. And yeah, Pretty Little Liars was a really fun way of just taking your filter off... At least playing Noel was just kind

of saying whatever came to his mind and being an unfiltered version of yourself.”

While that was a lot of fun at the time, and he got to explore some extreme forms of high-stakes acting, Daugherty is excited to
have a movie like #XMAS that he can share with his kid.

See also: The best dish to bring to a holiday potluck — based on your zodiac sign.
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“As fun as [playing Noel Kahn] is, it’s not exactly what I'm trying to show my son at this point in his life. So these movies, it’s like
you said, it’s about tapping into a different mindset. It’s a lot more easygoing and a lot of fun. You don’t take things as seriously.
Things aren’t the highest stakes they can be, and it allows you to play around in more of these kind of interpersonal relationships

without there being life-or-death stakes.”

Now, with this heartwarming new film, he has something that he can give not only to his fans, but to his loved ones.
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“Let your characters breathe a little bit, you know what I mean?” he says of Pretty Little Liars with a smile. “And then you end up
with something that’s, you know, if my 19-month-old son and my 90-year-old grandmother are in the same room watching it,
we're all going to have a good time. That’s a big deal around the holidays.”

Related: We predict the most popular Christmas gifts for 2022 - for everyone on your list.

“I always try to give my characters a
way of learning or relating to the
world.”

What can we expect from Brant Daugherty’s role in #XMAS?

Playing Max was obviously a much different (and less terrifying) role than that of Noel Kahn in Pretty Little Liars, but his favourite

&«

part about Max was the character’s “sheer optimism.”

“The thing I think I loved about Max the most is his sheer optimism, which is something that was really fun to tap into. I'm not
naturally like that all the time. As an actor, I think you’re always kind of like, ‘Oh, what’s going to happen next? Who knows, but

Max is so steadfast.”

While acting is its own unique form of visual literacy, Daugherty was excited to explore that in a new way by playing a character
who was passionate about photography.

“There’s something about photography, and I think it’s really about trying to find the most beautiful way of looking at something.
I think that’s Max in a nutshell. He carries his camera around. He’s always trying to find the most beautiful angle - the perfect
way of looking at something or approaching a situation or relating to Jen in a way that can help her. There’s just something really

nice about that. Something feels safe about it.”

“I always try to give my characters a way of learning or relating to the world,” he adds. “Sometimes some characters are more
tactile and Max was very visual, so I really wanted to lean into that a lot.”
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See also: Starbucks Holiday Drinks 2022: How to order the 3 best drinks (not on the menu).
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What was filming a Hallmark Christmas movie like?

For Daugherty, filming a Hallmark Channel Christmas movie was a unique experience that allowed him to channel a sense of
playfulness. In fact, on set, #XMAS director Heather Hawthorn Doyle wanted the actors to uncover their own comedic moments
in the film. Many of the scenes were filmed spontaneously in multiple different ways, so Daugherty and his castmates don’t
actually know what versions have made the final cut.
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“Our lovely director, Heather, encouraged us to find the comedy in different scenes here and there. To be honest with you, I'm not
sure how the movie plays because we took a few different takes on different scenes here and there, so I'm not sure what we ended
up with yet,” he revealed. “I'm excited to see it, as I hope everyone else is, but that said, working with Clare Bowen was an
absolute treat. She made her character, Jen, so funny in such a relatable way, and really found some amazing moments. So I think

just working with her and finding how she interpreted this character and took her on this journey, it was a lot of fun.”
Ultimately, that’s what Daugherty is looking forward to most - seeing how the end result plays out.

“We took a few very different stabs at scenes based on how we were feeling in the moment or how we felt our characters were
feeling, and kudos to Heather and Clare for letting us play around like that. I'm honestly really excited to see it. We did some
scenes that were a little more emotional, some scenes that were a little funnier. I have no idea how it plays out yet, so I'm
excited.”

See also: Christmas gifts 2022: 10 best gifts under $50 in Canada.
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“That’s what I'm looking forward to,
really, is just developing some new
traditions with my family and just

seeing it through my son’s eyes.”

Brant Daugherty can’t wait for Christmas Con, the premiere of #XMAS and spending time with
his son

When we asked Daugherty about what he was most looking forward to over the holidays, he had too many things to name them
all, but he’s most looking forward to spending time with his son.

“T'll be attending my first Christmas Con this year, which I'm very excited about,” he teased. “I'm really excited to meet everyone
there in New Jersey this December. But beyond that and beyond the premiere of this movie, obviously this is my son’s second
Christmas, like I said. Last year he was really into it, but he didn’t really get it. But this year, he’s talking about Santa Claus and
elves and we’re showing him reindeer and he’s singing Christmas songs already. It’s like it has taken on a whole new world and, as
you can see, we're already ready. We have our Christmas tree up. We don’t want to rob this kid of a single second of the holiday

season, so we went hard this year.”

“That’s what I'm looking forward to, really, is just developing some new traditions with my family and just seeing it through my

son’s eyes.”

#Xmas premieres Friday, December 16 at 8 p.m. ET/PT on W Network. Viewers can also stream all 2022 premieres live and on
demand on STACKTV with Amazon Prime Video Channels, fuboTV, Rogers Ignite TV and Ignite SmartStream.
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#Xmas stars Clare Bowen (Nashville), Brant Daugherty (Pretty Little Liars).

You may also like: Get the look: 10 celeb-inspired sheer outfit ideas for the holidays.

WRITTEN BY
CHELSEA BRIMSTIN

MOST POPULAR

1. Tom Sandoval and Raquel Leviss’' Cheating Scandal: Here's What We Know So Far

CHELSEA BRIMSTIN

2. This is Why Kate Middleton’s Red Nail Polish is a Big Deal

LAURA GRANDE

3. Celebrity Couples 2023: The Hottest New Celeb Couples This Year
SLICE STAFF

4. Celebrity Breakups 2023: The Celeb Couples Who Called It Quits This Year
SLICE STAFF

5. My Story: | Attended a Residential School in Canada

TAALRUMIQ CHRISTINA KING

M O R E TO EXP I_O R E Recommended by ®utbrainl

e B g

STACT C-Type Wine Rack - Live In Toronto? Ryan Wants  Mix Vaseline With Toothpaste This Knife Stays Sharp For A

Blackout To Talk To You and Watch What Happens Lifetime - You'll Never Guess...
STACT C-type Wine Rack - BlackOut -  lovemintmobile.com See Why Thousands Of Americans Kitchen Knife Reporter
Featuring menacing black anodize... Are Using This ToothPaste LifeHack
STACT Wine Racks Product Hunter
[> Ad Choices

https://www.slice.ca/interview-brant-daugherty-talks-holiday-family-time-xmas-and-pretty-little-liars/ 7/10


https://www.slice.ca/celeb-inspired-sheer-outfit-ideas-for-the-holidays/
mailto:?subject=Interview:%20Brant%20Daugherty%20Talks%20Holiday%20Family%20Time,%20%E2%80%98%23XMAS%E2%80%99%20and%20%E2%80%98Pretty%20Little%20Liars%E2%80%99&body=I%20think%20you%20should%20read%20this!%20%0D%0A%20https://www.slice.ca/interview-brant-daugherty-talks-holiday-family-time-xmas-and-pretty-little-liars/
https://www.slice.ca/culture/
https://www.slice.ca/holidays/
https://www.slice.ca/tv/
https://www.slice.ca/author/cbrimstin/
https://www.slice.ca/tom-sandoval-and-raquel-leviss-cheating-scandal-heres-what-we-know-so-far/
https://www.slice.ca/author/cbrimstin/
https://www.slice.ca/this-is-why-kate-middletons-red-nail-polish-is-a-big-deal/
https://www.slice.ca/author/lauragrande/
https://www.slice.ca/new-celebrity-couples-2023/
https://www.slice.ca/author/slicestaff/
https://www.slice.ca/celebrity-breakups-2023/
https://www.slice.ca/author/slicestaff/
https://www.slice.ca/i-attended-a-residential-school-in-canada/
https://www.slice.ca/author/tchristinaking/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=11725462&auId=75fd3e41-a9a7-4ed0-9cd1-9b419f28edf0&cmExpId=V3&oAdUnit=11725462&publisherId=251868273&rId=c5deac9a-4e62-4276-9d47-0e4fdee2a7dc&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8yduc08ZkUp9Z26kvonLg8zVUCUxHXuKchFy1uJ6s86GGlek-mn_Lcrrn8RT2C1NO9wtboJ5kqClM3qGiVExF2M-nkKoFtdNrWz84egBJchzDk7XnHBPZK0JvOOcuxiGaMGf9iOKRTxFK7JOjaEg9KmmxgNhkKU1rcVQcuARwjNaSmzrI%26u%3DaHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuZ2V0c3RhY3QuY29tJTJmcHJvZHVjdHMlMmZ3aW5lLXJhY2stYmxhY2tvdXQtY29yay1vdXQlM2Z2YXJpYW50JTNkODgwNTg1MjMzJTI2Y3VycmVuY3klM2RVU0QlMjZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtJTNkcHJvZHVjdF9zeW5jJTI2dXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzZGdvb2dsZSUyNnV0bV9jb250ZW50JTNkc2FnX29yZ2FuaWMlMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM2RzYWdfb3JnYW5pYyUyNm1zY2xraWQlM2Q2NDM2MWE0ZGYyZmIxZjRkZTJmZDdlMGNhNzQzMDczOCUyNnV0bV90ZXJtJTNkMjMyNTMyOTY1Mzk5MjE4Ng%26rlid%3D64361a4df2fb1f4de2fd7e0ca7430738&rtype=targetURL&tagId=00000000-0052-913d-0000-0000000005eb&trafficGroup=bhgoenva&trafficSubGroup=erfreir&obOrigUrl=true
https://lovemintmobile.com/review-is-mint-mobile-worth-it-2023/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Discovery&campaign_id=0042352aaa618d7a5fbe84bffa756b2f87&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=0043b961fb8a2a82d99dd9e26e64792402&ad_title=Live+In+%24%7Bcity%7D%24%3F+Ryan+Wants+To+Talk+To+You&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&keyword=MMReview2023_DESK&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://producthunter.club/toothpaste-trick/?ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&campaign_id=001a79ccdad5f2494f92dcf33cd30a4b54&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=0048b4081454da35b512f0cd343b9b1f20&ad_title=Mix+Vaseline+With+Toothpaste+and+Watch+What+Happens&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=0048b4081454da35b512f0cd343b9b1f20&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&cpid=a7828bf2-e802-49c1-9043-27151c819189&obOrigUrl=true
https://track.sandr-clicks.com/6aa0b469-2208-419a-9bca-d74eadcbe934?campaign_id=009836283fab70911b1dfe8925f37032c5&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=0004567ebdb5ab179efd85973a9ae4d713&ad_title=This+Knife+Stays+Sharp+For+A+Lifetime+-+You%27ll+Never+Guess+Why&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=0004567ebdb5ab179efd85973a9ae4d713&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#adchoices

4/20/23, 11:09 AM Interview: Brant Daugherty Talks Holiday Family Time, '#XMAS' and 'Pretty Little Liars' - Slice

Prev

LATEST NEWS

RHOM

‘The Real Housewives of Miami’ Ranked by Net Worth

AMBER DOWLING

AMBITION

The Pros and Cons of Al Writing Your Resume

SABINA WEX

LIVING

10 Pink Houseplants to Add a Pop of Colour to Your Apartment

CHELSEA BRIMSTIN

[> Ad Choices

https://www.slice.ca/interview-brant-daugherty-talks-holiday-family-time-xmas-and-pretty-little-liars/ 8/10


https://www.slice.ca/video/worth-the-hype/
https://www.slice.ca/video/worth-the-hype/
https://www.slice.ca/video/pay-day/
https://www.slice.ca/video/pay-day/
https://www.slice.ca/video/go-here-meet-her/
https://www.slice.ca/video/go-here-meet-her/
https://www.slice.ca/video/slice-tv-previews/
https://www.slice.ca/video/slice-tv-previews/
https://www.slice.ca/video/sex-sessions/
https://www.slice.ca/video/sex-sessions/
https://www.slice.ca/video/this-is-how-she-does-it/
https://www.slice.ca/video/this-is-how-she-does-it/
https://www.slice.ca/video/made-you-look/
https://www.slice.ca/video/made-you-look/
https://www.slice.ca/the-real-housewives-of-miami-net-worth/
https://www.slice.ca/rhom/
https://www.slice.ca/the-real-housewives-of-miami-net-worth/
https://www.slice.ca/author/adowlingprod-smdg-ca/
https://www.slice.ca/the-pros-and-cons-of-ai-writing-your-resume/
https://www.slice.ca/ambition/
https://www.slice.ca/the-pros-and-cons-of-ai-writing-your-resume/
https://www.slice.ca/author/swex/
https://www.slice.ca/pink-houseplants-to-add-a-pop-of-colour-to-your-apartment/
https://www.slice.ca/living/
https://www.slice.ca/pink-houseplants-to-add-a-pop-of-colour-to-your-apartment/
https://www.slice.ca/author/cbrimstin/
http://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#adchoices

4/20/23,11:09 AM Interview: Brant Daugherty Talks Holiday Family Time, '#XMAS' and 'Pretty Little Liars' - Slice
SELF

What is an Ambivert? An Expert Reveals Signs That You are One

SUSY ALEXANDRE

THE RICHEST

20 Richest Singers of 2023, Ranked by Net Worth

DOUG MURRAY

TRENDING

Get The Look: The Hottest Sunglasses Inspired by Celebrities

KRIZIA RAMOS

TRENDING

Maximizing Your Travel Dollars: Here's How to Book a...

CHELSEA BRIMSTIN

FOOD

Meal Prep Hacks to Make Your Work Week Easier

SHOREY ANDREWS

TRENDING

Tom Sandoval and Raquel Leviss’ Cheating Scandal: Here'’s...

CHELSEA BRIMSTIN

ADVERTISEMENT

[> Ad Choices

https://www.slice.ca/interview-brant-daugherty-talks-holiday-family-time-xmas-and-pretty-little-liars/ 9/10


https://www.slice.ca/what-is-an-ambivert-an-expert-reveals-signs-that-you-are-one/
https://www.slice.ca/self/
https://www.slice.ca/what-is-an-ambivert-an-expert-reveals-signs-that-you-are-one/
https://www.slice.ca/author/salexandre/
https://www.slice.ca/richest-singers-of-2019/
https://www.slice.ca/the-richest/
https://www.slice.ca/richest-singers-of-2019/
https://www.slice.ca/author/dmurray/
https://www.slice.ca/get-the-look-the-hottest-sunglasses-inspired-by-celebrities/
https://www.slice.ca/trending/
https://www.slice.ca/get-the-look-the-hottest-sunglasses-inspired-by-celebrities/
https://www.slice.ca/author/kramos/
https://www.slice.ca/heres-how-to-book-a-vacation-on-a-budget/
https://www.slice.ca/trending/
https://www.slice.ca/heres-how-to-book-a-vacation-on-a-budget/
https://www.slice.ca/author/cbrimstin/
https://www.slice.ca/meal-prep-hacks-to-make-your-work-week-easier/
https://www.slice.ca/food/
https://www.slice.ca/meal-prep-hacks-to-make-your-work-week-easier/
https://www.slice.ca/author/sandrewsprod-smdg-ca/
https://www.slice.ca/tom-sandoval-and-raquel-leviss-cheating-scandal-heres-what-we-know-so-far/
https://www.slice.ca/trending/
https://www.slice.ca/tom-sandoval-and-raquel-leviss-cheating-scandal-heres-what-we-know-so-far/
https://www.slice.ca/author/cbrimstin/
http://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#adchoices

4/20/23,11:09 AM Interview: Brant Daugherty Talks Holiday Family Time, '#XMAS' and 'Pretty Little Liars' - Slice

SIGN UP FOR NEWSLETTER

ABOUT US

TERMS OF USE

ADVERTISING
STANDARD TERMS

WHERE TO WATCH

© 2023 Corus Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. Corus Television.

PRIVACY

ADVERTISE

ACCESSIBILITY
FEEDBACK

https://www.slice.ca/interview-brant-daugherty-talks-holiday-family-time-xmas-and-pretty-little-liars/

[> Ad Choices

10/10


https://www.slice.ca/
https://twitter.com/slice_tv
https://www.facebook.com/Slice
https://www.instagram.com/slicedotca/
https://www.pinterest.ca/slice_tv/
https://www.tiktok.com/@slicedotca?lang=en
https://www.slice.ca/newsletter/
https://www.slice.ca/about-us/
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.corusent.com/terms-conditions
https://www.corusent.com/advertising/
https://assets.corusent.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/SLS_Corus-Advertising-STCs.pdf
https://www.corusent.com/accessibility/
https://www.slice.ca/where-to-watch/
https://www.corusent.com/
https://www.showcase.ca/
https://www.foodnetwork.ca/
https://www.wnetwork.com/
https://www.globaltv.com/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://www.hgtv.ca/
https://www.history.ca/
http://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#adchoices

